#Under stress: Area has
seen some improvements
in crime, but landlords
are being squeezed and
Mayor Guinta says area is
in need of revitalization.

By BENJAMIN KEPPLE

New Hampshire Union Leader

MANCHESTER — City officials.

and executives of a local non-
profit group toured the West
Side’s Granite Square district
yesterday, joined by -officials

from the U.S. Department . of

Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, as they detailed theix
plans for revitalizing the dis-
tressed area.

Federal money will hkely play
a key role in boosting the for-
tunes of the district, a densely-
populated residential area just
west of the intersection of Gran-
ite and South Main streets.

Both - NeighborWorks - of
Greater Manchester; a “local
group devoted to neighborhood
revitalization, and Manchester
Mayor Frank Guinta consider
revitalizing the area an 1mpor—
tant project.

“This is an area we want to
focus on. I think it’s a great part
of the city and we want to revi-
talize it,” Guinta said.

Yesterday, Guinta and Neigh-
borWorks ~executive . -director
Robert. Tourigny took Taylor
Caswell, HUD’s regional direc-
tor for New England, and other
HUD officials on a walking tour
of the area.

The Granite Square district
is an area roughly bounded by
Conant Street on the north,
Clinton Street on the south,
Dover Street on the east and
Quincy Street on the west. Pre-
carious may be the best word
to describe the neighborhood’s
condition.

It is not a lawless center of

- urban blight — there are many

well-maintained ‘homes in it
and according to local resi-
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Manchester Mayor Frank Guinta and Tayior Caswell of U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, discuss properties

day.

dents, the crime situation has
improved over the past couple
of years.

But troubles in the real-es-
tate market have buffeted the
neighborhood recently. Absen-
tee landlords, who own about
half the homes and apartments
in the area, have especiallybeen
squeezed due to the downturn
Jin the real-estate market; -ac-

cording to- those familiar with

the situation.

- “Right where we're standlng, '

there are half-a-dozen build-
ings for sale. A couple are ‘ac-
tually  bank-owned. because
they've been foreclosed upon,”

said Tourigny, as he stood at .
_the corner of Granite and West

streets.

“Pve talked to an  owner ef a
twelve-unit building on Douglas
Street who can only keep five to
seven units occupied at a time,”
Toungny said. “It’s very tough
torent.”

The landlords aren’t helped
by vacancy rates that are far
hlgher than elsewhere in the

that could benefit from a planned neighborhood redevelopment
project as they tour the Granite Square area of the city yester—'

c1ty — about 15 to 30 percent
according to. Tourigny, com-
pared to a citywide average of 5
‘to 7 percent.

As vacancy rates in-the area

_have increased, that's made it

even tougher on those land-

lords ‘to make- their mortgage,

payments.

As a result, necessity forces

them to become less selective
about their tenants.

. ownersth,

One way ofﬁmals hop
boost the nelghborhood’s for-
tunes is to boost home own-
ership. That's “because I cal
owners — whether landlords or
simply homeowners — tend to
invest more in keepmg up their
properties. .

“'d like to see, really, more
said - Roland
Bourque, a West Street hom-
eowner who has lived his whole :
life in the neighborhood.

“'On-one block of West Street

‘Bourque pointed to one side of

the street where he said homes

- were ‘owned by their res:dents,

while the other side had homes

" owned by off-site landiords The

difference was stark. ‘
~ “You can see the people who

_own their houses take care of

their houses. The people who
don t live there don’ t do noth-
1ng, * Bourque said.

Tourignysaid NelghborWorks :
has about $1.5 million in private -
capital ready to go to help revi-
talize the neighborhood, but his
group needs about -$500,000 to
pay for demolition work and
adding green spaces to the area.
Right now, they havejusta small
fractionof that... .

Caswell, the chief HUD ofﬁ-'

cial on the tour, pledged to work
with city officials and N eighbor-
Works on the matter, and said
HUD’s Manchester office would
form a team to work with the

. City.‘) :

mem LEADER

saturday, Aug. 18, 2007




