Affordable vs. low gincome\ :

['am writing to-follow up on the 9/21/06 -
~ publisher’s note regarding housing. Your

point concerning recent changes in the mar-
ket is.well takeii; "and your accolades towards

Manchester . Neighborhood ‘Housing Servic-

es are appreciated. 1 do want fo express two
“'concerns I have regardmg your piece. Firs

~the Silver Mill apartments will ‘provide rent- k

al opportumties that are affordable ) people
earning between $24,000 and $41 000 a year.

Your edltorlal Ieads readers to beheve that
' the max1mum income is '$26, 900 Wlthout‘
_some other source of subsidy such as a sec- €
er already in hand by a renter, the 1

, tlon 8 Vouch

income level you quoted is muich closer to the

minimum requlrement rather than the
mum allowed. ‘

Secondly, I ask that you help usin overcom—'

ing the stéreotypical phrase of “low-income
‘housing.” In our world, it is simply “housing.”
It’s-housing that is affordable to people with
low incomes as defined by HUD. You mention
in your editorial that low income doesn’t mean
what it used to: By our standards, you émploy
as many: low=income people in this commu-
nity-as do other businesses;. Does that mean I
want you to-call it “workforce” housing? No,
not at'all. It’s still just “housing.” It’s housing
that has income targeted restrictions to peopie

- who earn less than 60% of the median income.
‘The fact that the biggest source of investment

than market rate
 at 75% to 80% ‘
* believe that prov1dmg newly createdhousmg
units to the market that are good quality, free
of lead paint and other environmental hazards,;
and still remain affordable is a positive thing
for the city. If this initiative forces another
landlord to make improvements to their build-
ing to remain competitive, then good It by no

-in'much the same way as conventional deals.
.+ We don’t purchase “Low-Income” 2x4’s to

-make our propetties more affordable. 11 pur-

- chase my ‘boxer shorts at Filene’s and you
« purchase yours' at Wal-Mart, does that make{,
yours “Low Income” boxers?

Lookmg m the class1ﬁed section of your‘

means.creates a ghetto

If we can help educate the medla and open‘
your eyes to see “Low Income” housing dif- -
ferently, then I’'m hopeful that you can help

us change the public’s perception. I invite youﬁ
to join me on a tour of all of our propertics so

‘m these developments comes from a program

called the “Low Income Housmg Tax Cred- k ‘ :
- Executive Director

it” doesn t help me in making my case. In our

professmn we Just call them “Tax Credits” to
try to get away from the “Low Income” label.
Other than that, our properties are developed

es, Inc..

: that I may show you ﬁrsthand what I mean.

_ Robert Tourigny

Manchester Netghborhood Housing Servic-
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