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 What could Manchester S -
West Side become with a $6

million loan infusion?

‘No one knows for sure,

but they will be able to get
a ghmpse at a communi-
ty meeting tonight that will
bring together residents and
community officials to-ham-
mer out a:possible scenario.

Southern New Hampshire ‘ ;
the ‘Kelley Street/Rimmon

Planning Commission exec-
utive director David Preece

said the commission has se-
cured the support of a finan- -

cial institution, ‘which will
be named at the meeting, of-
fering loans at a favorable
rate.

- The loans will be offered
to anyone on the West Side,
pot just in the Kelley Street
neighborhood. -

The nelghborhood meet-:

ing will take place tonight
at 6:30 p.m., at the Cred-
it Union . Museum,;: at-420
Notre Dame: Ave;, and will
unveil the plan created by
the city based -on informa-
tion from two past public

meetings and data collected

over 2006.

Planning director Bob

MacKenzie said ‘while ‘the
meeting ~ will '~ showcase

plans, it’s still an opportuni--

ty for the department to get
feedback.
“We’re looking for some

-ideas on the recommenda-

tmns > MacKenzre said.*

want to hear back fromresi- .
sses aﬂer a

fewmonthsto f L
_plans are) what they need, .
and or if they’re uncomfort-

able with the ideas. This is arate city at one time,” Po-

not just an unveiling.
Several plans are work-
ing to breathe new life into

Heights neighborhood. The
area has Kelley Street as the

main artery and includes the -

strects and homes surround-
ing the thoroughfare. =
In 2006, city planners be-

gan sectioning Manches-

ter into  neighborhoods
with the idea of using those

nerghborhoods as a founda-

tion for future plannmg and
development.

Each one would be con-
sidered somethmg ofa vil- -

lage. Plans for improve-

“ments.to the look and: func-

tion of each area would be
based on specific needs,
strengths and weaknesses.

While sections of the East
Side have received devel-
opment funding in the past,
Preece said the city’s West
Side has lagged behind otb-
er sections.

The: city has ah'eadyf

helped bring about a fa-
cade improvement program

and the lead abatement pro-

“This was almost a sep—‘

irier said. “You get every-
thing you needed right in the

 neighborhood, from food to
- gasto atailor and cobbler.”

Inthe years since Poirier’s
father purchased the station
in the late 1950s, the neigh-
borhood has become frag-
mented, with fewer long-
term residents and land-
owners and more transﬁory‘
businesses.. = o

“1 think it’s Just the na-
ture of people today,” Poiri-
er said of the shift to a more
temporary population.

Despite: the .« changes;
there’s still a core of neigh-
borhood identity and pride
that planners see as a plus
for reviving the neighbor- -

~‘hood ideal.

“These

neighborhoods
are the city’s biggest as-
“set,” Meena "Gyawali, a
city planner, said. “Kelley

Street is a healthy neighbor-
hood, and we want to keep‘
it healthy Pl

For more mformatlon on
the meeting call Gyawah at

624- 6450




